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3rd LEAD Directors’ Workshop 

The 3rd LEAD Directors’ Workshop was held on July 7-8, 2018 at the Ban Phu Wan Retreat Centre in 
Sampran, Thailand. The speakers for the workshop were Br. James Joost FSC, Auxiliary Visitor of SFNO (A 
Director’s Guide to Community as a Place of Accompaniment) and Dr. Gabriel Dy-Liaco (Safeguarding of 
Minors: Childhood, Culture, and Formation) member of the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of 
Minors. Organised by the Leadership Team, most of the 40 Community Directors were present. I wish to 
thank the Speakers for their input, the Directors for the active participation, and our host, the Thai Brothers 
who arranged everything - from the transportation to and from the airport to the the socials every night. 
(Attached blow is the closing message from Br. Jose Klong FSC):
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Speaking on the behalf of Br. Visitor and the Leadership team:

I would like to thank all of us as directors for making it possible to come together for the workshop. For the 
past two days, we have learnt about the community as a place for accompaniment through Br. James and the 
safeguarding of the minors by going through the childhood, culture and formation through Dr. Gabriel. 

We were asked to share a lot in small groups which was a big help in getting to know each other and learnt 
from one another how each one deal with their Brothers in the community. We were also asked to do some 
drawing like children but there were a lot of powerful words for us to learn about. The aim of the talk by Br. 
James was to help us to see where we are right now in our own experience as Directors. 

We learned to know ourselves, our Brothers and from each other. We know our community well wether it is 
healthy or unhealthy. As Directors, we need to help our Brothers how to balance the work life and prayer life.  
(Continued)
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Br. James reminded us how to help our Brothers to be fully alive at work and prayer. 

We do meet with difficult Brothers in our District. We need to help the Brothers to pass through the difficult 
time in their lives.

“We have great challenges and great opportunities, and if we help one another, we will accomplish our goals 
for the District.”  

Brothers, our role as Director is crucial. Many Brothers, young and old are under our guidance. The Visitor 
and the leadership team need your help to improve the quality of the Brothers and lay partners.

Let me end with this:  The pessimist sees difficulty in every opportunity. The optimist sees opportunity in every 
difficulties. Knowing is not enough; we must apply. Wishing is not enough; we must do. All of us are never too 
old to set another goal or to dream another dream for our District.
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First Cohort of SJIIM Students Celebrate Outstanding IBDP results

Students of St. Joseph’s Institution International 
School Malaysia (SJIIM) surpassed all expectations 
by producing outstanding results in the recent 2018 
International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme 
(IBDP) examinations. 

31.7% of SJIIM students obtained 40 points and 
above and boasted an aggregate score of 37 points, a 
far cry from the 2017 IBDP’s Global Average of 29.9 
points and significantly higher than the 34.17 points 
average of other Malaysian schools offering the IBDP 
Programme. Their stellar results are a fantastic 
achievement, especially since this is SJIIM’s inaugural 
IBDP results.  

The top scorer of SJIIM, Mr. Tan Hong Xuan, scored a 
near-perfect 44 points. Based on the previous year’s 
statistics, this places him among the top 1% of IBDP 
students worldwide. 

Hong Xuan shared, “My learning experience in SJIIM 
has been one that is coloured with vibrancy and joy. 
The utmost enthusiasm demonstrated by the teachers 
in the i r c reat ive pedagogica l p rac t ices is 
complemented by the consummate facilities provided 
by the school. In SJIIM, no student is excluded from 
the wholesome Lasallian community, with the 
interactions between the staff and the students being 
one of warm cordiality.” For the next step of his 
education, he will be heading to Wesleyan University 
in the United States to study either English or 
Philosophy.

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP) enjoys a very high level of respect and 
recognition among the world’s higher education institutions. For students, success in the IBDP often results 
in advanced standing, course credit, scholarships or other admissions-related benefits at top universities 
worldwide. Today, nearly 5000 schools worldwide offer IB programmes.(Mr. Neoh Soon Ken) 

[The full text of the article and statements from the outstanding students are available in this link: https://
goo.gl/YykGQu]

https://goo.gl/YykGQu
https://goo.gl/YykGQu
https://goo.gl/YykGQu
https://goo.gl/YykGQu
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La Salle College Hong Kong Student Makes History

An 18-year-old Hongkonger who made history on Wednesday by scoring the top mark of 5** for eight 
subjects in the city’s secondary school graduation exams has revealed plans for a career in medicine and 
said he would not become “conceited”.

Thomas Wong Tsz-hang of La Salle College promised to stay humble and keep striving, despite his never 
before achieved feat in the Diploma of Secondary Education (DSE) exam.

“I feel that I cannot get conceited with these grades and they do not guarantee I will be very successful in 
life. I will continue to work hard,” said the youngster, who is deciding between the University of Hong Kong 
and Chinese University.

The musically-talented Wong, who plays the piano and cello, said he would remain in the city to work after 
graduating. “I really like Hong Kong and I am born and bred [here]. I will stay in Hong Kong and serve this 
society.” (Full text and photo from: https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education/article/2154731/hong-
kong-dse-exam-history-maker-thomas-wong-18-lasalle) 

https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education/article/2154731/hong-kong-dse-exam-history-maker-thomas-wong-18-lasalle
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education/article/2154731/hong-kong-dse-exam-history-maker-thomas-wong-18-lasalle
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education/article/2154731/hong-kong-dse-exam-history-maker-thomas-wong-18-lasalle
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education/article/2154731/hong-kong-dse-exam-history-maker-thomas-wong-18-lasalle
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education/article/2154731/hong-kong-dse-exam-history-maker-thomas-wong-18-lasalle
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education/article/2154731/hong-kong-dse-exam-history-maker-thomas-wong-18-lasalle
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Filipino Practice Teacher and Aspirants in Chantaburi

On the morning of June 4, Monday, La Salle Chanthaburi (Mandapitak) School hosted a welcoming 
ceremony for four practice teachers from College of Education ofDe La Salle University-Dasmariñas under 
the supervision of Dr. Cristina Sayoto, their practicum supervisor. The teachers and students are very 
pleased that they will live with us and teach English in kindergarten, elementary and high school levels for 4 
months. We sincerely hope that all of them will enjoy their stay here in Thailand.

A few weeks later, we reflected on the words of Jesus, “come and follow me!” June 18, was a day of 
blessing because our two Aspirants, John the Baptist Boonchoo and Joseph Terapap, received the Holy 
Cross as a sign of Jesus' followers in the form of the Aspirant of the De La Salle Brothers. This ceremony 
was held at the Fatima Convent. They started their journeys as Aspirants of the De La Salle Brothers last 
April 2018 and are currently enrolled in Rambhai Barni University for their college degrees. May they be 
faithful and steady in the calling of God. (Br.Raphael Tanet Lertwaja FSC)
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Fraternally,

Edmundo Fernandez FSC

Culture

Visakha Bucha Day 

The most significant Buddhist holiday in Thailand is 
Visakha Bucha Day which falls on the 29th of May 
every year. This day commemorates three defining 
events in the  life of the Lord Buddha  which all 
occurred on the full-moon day of the sixth lunar 
month. The full moon marks the day on which 
Buddha was born, his enlightenment 35 years 
later and the day he died and entered Nirvana 45 
years after that. 

To celebrate this important occasion, La Salle 
Chotiravi Nakhonsawan School organized a merit 
making activity “Tambon Tak Bat”. On the 28th of 
May 2018, the school director Br. Prapas 
Sricharoen invited Buddhist Monks to administer 
the said activity. The teachers together with the 
students gathered to pray and listen to the 
Buddhist rituals and offered food to the novice 
monks. For the catholic teachers and students, 
they gathered in the church for a holy mass.  

This activity is done not only in temples but especially in schools across the country. La Salle Chotiravi 
Nakhonsawan School is a Catholic school, but almost 90 percent of the students were Buddhist. The school 
celebrates this occasion to preserve the Buddhist traditions and give the students time to participate on this 
special occasion. (Br. John Niran Suksankrasin FSC)   


