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“Year of Faith” in Thailand. 
Brothers and Lasallian teachers joined 
716 priests, religious, catechists, and 
Catholic educators in Nakhon Pathom, 
Thailand for a national convention 
organized by the Catholic Education 
Committee of the Archdiocese of 
Bangkok to promote the role of 
teachers during the “Year of Faith.” 
Held last 17 - 19 October, the 
assembly aims to promote the role of 
the teacher in the teaching of the faith, 
strengthen spirituality and support in 
teaching and missionary work, build 
relationships and share experiences 
between teachers and the diocese, provide teaching skills and techniques to teachers, 
honor model teachers, and a religious pilgrimage.

Annual Young Brothers Conference (YBC) Gathering. It's that time of the year 
again when we leave our work for the meantime, spend time for rest, reflection and enjoy 
the company of our fellow young Brothers. Last 21 - 26 October, Brothers Gelo, Inigo, 
Aikee, Mikey, Alex, Sockie, Rey (Philippines), Noel (Myanmar), Solofo (Madagascar) and JJ 
(Philippine Sector Leader and YBC Moderator) got together in La Salle University, Ozamiz 
City, Misamis Oriental for the 2012 Lasallian Sports Camp. Participated mainly by the high 
schools, we were able to interact and promote vocations among the student - athletes, 
alongside sessions where were able to share reflections on relevant issues and our lives as 
young Brothers.
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Left to Right: Brs. Francisco (1), Frank (3) and Eugene (4)



We went for a short visit to the Dipolog Medical Center College Foundation, a Lasallian 
supervised school and had lunch with the school owners. On our way to Dapitan, we had 
a tour of the shrine where Dr. Jose Rizal, our national hero was exiled. We spent the rest of 
our time in Dakak Park and Beach Resort for our rest and recreation. (Br. Aikee Esmeli)

The Philippine Sector gathers the young Brothers (up to 5 years of final profession) 
annually for days of recollection, recreation and formation and accompaniment sessions. 
This usually coincides with a national gathering of Lasallian youth in order to maximize the 
presence of young Brothers as well as promote vocations.

Vocations Promotion in Singapore. The Vocations Coordinator of Singapore is Br. 
Arian Lopez. During the 1st LEAD Vocations Team Meeting he shared the current situation 
and plans of the Sector:

“With the exception of SJI International and, to a certain degree, SJI Independent, 
most of the schools are under the supervision and management of the Ministry of 
Education (MOE). This means that Catholic and Lasallian Formation are not 
directly part of the curricular and staff development programs of the schools.

SJI, because of its independent status, has been able to integrate Lasallian 
formation to a certain degree. Its administrators are staunch supporters of 
Lasallian programs. The presence and participation of the 3 Brothers in school 
functions and meetings has also been very helpful.
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Left to Right: Brothers Aikee Esmeli, Iñigo Riola, Alex Diaz, Gelo Paragas, Noel Hrang Lal, Sockie dela Rosa, and Mikey Cua.

Left to Right: Brothers Rey, Solofo, Sockie, Iñigo, Alex, Noel, Gelo, Mikey and Aikee at the Dipolog Medical Center College.



SJI International, though it is a private school 
and has been relatively free to integrate 
formation into the student and staff 
development programs, has been managed 
mainly by administrators who are competent 
but have no Lasallian background. It is only 
this school year that the Brothers have come in 
to develop and strengthen the Catholic 
Lasallian character of the school.

LaSalle College of the Arts, established by Br. 
Joseph McNally, is slowly being brought back 
into the Singaporean Lasallian Family. Key 
administrators and some students have been 
invited to participate in several Lasallian events 
in the last few years.”

The Sector’s plans in promoting vocations 
focuses on three areas:

Content Generation: Initiatives are well 
underway to revitalise the official website of the 
Lasallian Family in Singapore. Posters, 
stampitas and other materials will be 
produced. The official Facebook page of “The 
De La Salle Brothers of Singapore” already 
features Gospel readings, thought for the day, 
and a list of La Salle schools.
	
Dissemination and Recruitment: A full page ad 
for the De La Salle Brothers of Singapore in 
was published in the “Catholic News,” which is 
distributed to all the parishes and Catholic 
schools in Singapore. The Sector intends to 
generate posters and flyers for posting and 
distribution in the different parishes and 
schools. They are explore the possibility of 
contributing articles to “Catholic News.” They 
will also solicit help from the alumni.

Presence of Brothers: Aside from the Brothers’ 
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involvements with the activities of the  Lasallian Youth activities, Signum Fidei, Alumni / Old 
Boy’s Association and other groups, the Sector plans to invite LEAD Young Brothers to go 
around primary schools and spend time with secondary students as well. (Vocations Report | 
Sector of Singapore | as of October 2012)

Br. Mandy in SIEL. 26 participants from all over the 
world gathered in the Casa Generalizia in Via Aurelia last 
October 21, 2012 for the opening of the SIEL (International 
Lasallian Studies Session / Sesión Internacional de Estudios 
Lasalianos) 2012 - 2013. The participants hail from all over 
the Lasallian world, each with the sincere desire to know 
more about St. La Salle and to search for ways to transmit 
his ideals to the current realities of the world today. We shall 
be working, studying and building community together for 
the next four (4) weeks. 

In this first week of SIEL, we were very fortunate to have 
had authorities in Lasallian History: Br. Henri Bedel and Br. 
Leon Lauraire. Both of them discussed the realities which 
faced De La Salle during his time. Through their very 
detailed presentations, the participants were able to reflect 
more deeply into what motivated the actions of our founder. 
We look forward to the coming weeks. (Br. Mandy Dujunco)

Among the participants are Dr. Benito Teehankee and Dr. Voltaire Mistades of De La Salle 
University, Manila, Philippines.

Fraternally,

Br. Edmundo L. Fernandez FSC
Hong Kong
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Br. Mandy with Manila Cardinal - Designate 
Abp. Luis Antonio Tagle during a lunch with Br.  

Alvaro and the Brothers at the Generalate.



From Rome to Home: Lasallian Presence Online. Br. Alex Diaz is currently the 
Vocations Coordinator for the Philippine Sector. He maintains the Facebook page, “FSC 
Vocations,” which promotes the Brothers’ vocation. According to him, “if used creatively, 
Facebook can be a valuable tool in vocations promotion. Posters, photos, information and 
notes about the Brothers’ vocation can be shared readily reaching distant places, targeting 
the youth from different parts of the world.”

“FSC Vocations” is just one of the many 
Facebook accounts and social networking 
sites maintained by Brothers all over the 
world. Young Brothers in the Institute and 
in the PARC Region have Facebook 
“groups” to connect online. Some schools 
have Facebook accounts to share news, 
updates and announcements. A school in 
Amsterdam, for example, uses 
Facebook’s timeline for history lessons 
( http://mashable.com/2012/09/17/facebook-
timeline-history-lesson/ ).

The following is a list of examples of the Lasallian presence in Facebook:

Institute, District, and Sectors:
Lasalle.org: http://www.facebook.com/lasalle.org
Young Lasallians Council: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Young-Lasallians-Jóvenes-Lasallistas-
Jeunes-Lasalliens/310410972349975
Lasallian East Asia District: http://www.facebook.com/LasallianEastAsiaDistrict
The De La Salle Brothers of the Philippines: http://www.facebook.com/DLSBrothers 
The De La Salle Brothers of Singapore: www.facebook.com/DeLaSalleBrothers.SG
FSC Vocations: www.facebook.com/FSCvocations

Schools and Institutions:
De La Salle Philippines: www.facebook.com/delasalle.ph
De La Salle - College of Saint Benilde: www.facebook.com/DLSCSB.official
La Salle College Bangkok: http://www.facebook.com/pages/โรงเรียนลาซาล/168666176525107
St. Xavier’s Institution: http://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Xaviers-Institution-Website-official/
351835501511204

Communities:
Residencia La Salle: http://www.facebook.com/residencialasalle.brothers
Scholasticate La Salle: http://www.facebook.com/scholasticate.lasalle
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