
Facilitating an English class with the girls from the  Blue Sky Dormitory in Sangkhlaburi, Kanchanaburi

Doing, Being, Becoming: Reflections on the ministry of
teaching during our exposure in Thailand

By Lemuel Asunción

It was a great privilege to be given the opportunity to be exposed to the Lasallian Mission in
Thailand as a Postulant of the Lasallian East Asia District. Our one-month trip was filled with
exciting and unforgettable experiences in the schools and Brothers’ communities in Sampran,
Sangkhlaburi, Nakhon Sawan, and Bangna. We learned about the life and ministry of the
Brothers as well as how the Thai culture influences their Catholic faith, vocations and initial
formation, and the conduct of schools. Among the many activities that we engaged in, I was able
to experience the presence of God the most during teaching and learning activities with
students, and so I shall focus my reflection on how these shaped my understanding of the



mission. I find it fitting to use the Doing, Being, Becoming framework by occupational therapist
Ann Allart Wilcock to describe my experience of transformation.

Mealtimes in the La Salle Formation House in Sampran, Nakhon Pathom are opportunities to practice
English with the Aspirants

Doing
My mindset particular to this trip was openness to experience. My objective was to expose
myself as much as I could to the Brothers’ lives and ministries and the Thai culture because, in
the future, this is likely what I will be engaged in. There is also a possibility to be assigned in
Thailand given the district’s thrust. We were blessed to be given several opportunities to teach,
mostly conversational English. In Sampran, it’s through chatting with the Aspirants at the
formation house; in Sangkhlaburi, it’s having informal classes with the Blue Sky Home girls and
the La Salle Sisters; and in Nakhon Sawan, it’s facilitating sessions for the La Salle Juniorate and
fifth-grade students at the La Salle Chotiravi. In doing the act of teaching these students, I
realized several things. First, language is one small barrier. Despite their challenges in speaking
English and with the very little Thai I know, we were able to understand each other most of the
time. As long as the intentions are clear, your message will come across. Second, finding a
common ground between two different cultures is a good starting point for sharing. We often
talk about food and cooking, music, etiquette, and customs. Lastly, when you are teacher, you
will always be able to find ways of making your students learn, despite having limited resources.
The experience of doing the classes provides an initial immersion into the culture of Thai schools,



an opportunity to be acquainted with the learners, and assimilate this particular ministry of the
Brothers.

I brought one of our English classes to the kitchen, wherein we also learned to cook a noodle dish

Being
Somehow, I was able to overcome certain challenges that come with teaching in another culture
for an extended period of time. For me, in particular, these are crossing over the language barrier,
getting used to actions and gestures which are grounded in etiquette, and being able to modify
the learning activities depending on the culture-based responses of the learners. In the repeated
process of doing, I somehow felt like being a teacher of the community and a part of their culture.
There was a point when I started to become more comfortable with spontaneity, and this
enabled me to further enrich the sessions by surprise. The essence of being is being “true to
ourselves and our nature” (Wilcock, 1999), and that is exactly how I felt during many interactions
with the children inside and outside the classroom. It meant letting go of certain doubts and
insecurities, and by doing this, making yourself authentically more available to teach things even
beyond what is formally expected. I could say that the learning moments I enjoyed the most
were those that we shared outside the classroom, such as the band practice, games, dining room



conversations, and cooking sessions. The past month was a good period of re-discovering
myself, affirming my passion for teaching, and validating my decision to join the Brothers,

Postulants Zennel Sy, Ruben Garcia, and I facilitated two fifth-grade English classes in La Salle Chotiravi,
Nakhon Sawan

Becoming
In the end, the goal is not just becoming a teacher but becoming a Brother. While recognizing
that there is so much more to learn and experience in my formation, I can say that somehow, I
got a glimpse of how it is to be a Brother to the Aspirants in the formation house in Sampran, to
the girls at the Blue Sky Dormitory in Sangkhlaburi, and to the students at the La Salle Juniorate
and La Salle Chotiravi in Nakhon Sawan. And in most of my interactions with these learners, I
felt that God was using me to convey his love and grace. I realized that the ministry of presence
is so powerful that it precedes teaching; however, it is the ministry of teaching which introduces
a Brother into the hearts of the students, allowing them to perceive and understand our presence
later on. To become a Brother in the context of teaching is to be able to touch the hearts of these
people and allow them to know God even in the simplest of ways. I have yet to fully achieve this,



but our short exposure was definitely instrumental in letting me know, even for a tiny bit, how it
felt. It was a very humbling experience.

This was taken after one of our English classes in the La Salle Juniorate in La Salle Chotiravi, Nakhon Sawan

This Thailand exposure trip may just be a small portion of my formation, but it sure made a great
impact on my relationship with God and my desire to be a Brother. In doing teaching driven by
faith, one experiences the state of being with God, and therefore becoming a Brother who
can make Him known to every learner he encounters.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Lasallian East Asia District for making this trip
possible, especially our Postulancy Director Br. Antonio Cubillas FSC, La Salle Thailand Sector
Head Br. Joseph Klong Chai Phuek FSC, and all the Filipino and Thai Brothers who contributed to
the success of this exposure.
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