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ACCEPTANCE TO THE POSTULANCY

PHILIPPINES - For the first time since the beginning of the pandemic, the De La Salle Brothers Philippines 
welcomed three new Postulants from a community of Young Professional Aspirants.  

The Rites of Acceptance to the Postulancy for Zennel Sy, Jose Ruben Garcia, and Lemuel Asunción was 
held last August 27, 2022 at the Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Chapel inside De La Salle University 
Dasmariñas (Cavite, Philippines). The Eucharistic Celebration, coinciding with the Feast of Saint Monica, 
was presided by University Chaplain Rev. Fr. Reinier Dumaop, together with concelebrating priests Rev. Fr. 
Reginald Malicdem and Rev. Fr. Kali Pietre Llamado from The Manila Cathedral. The Rite of Acceptance 
was officiated by LEAD Auxiliary Visitor Br. Antonio Cubillas FSC. Filipino Brothers, as well as the families 
and friends of the Postulants, attended the ceremony. A small reception followed, held at the Senior High 
School Building of the university.
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The three new Postulants come from diverse educational and professional backgrounds. Zennel graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in Accountancy from De La Salle University Manila and has been involved in 
mission work with the Apostolate for Family Consecration in Ohio for 25 years. Prior to that, he worked at the 
Bank of the Philippine Islands and was also an entrepreneur and certified public accountant. Zennel is 
currently enrolled in the Certificate in Teaching Program at the De La Salle University in Dasmariñas, Cavite. 
Ruben on the other hand holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Philosophy from the St. Thomas of 
Villanova Institute (College Seminary of the Order of St. Augustine) and the Ateneo De Manila University and 
has worked as a philosophy and theology teacher at Manresa School in Paranaque from 2019 to 2022. 
Lastly, Lemuel, who has a bachelor’s degree in Occupational Therapy and a master’s degree in Health 
Professions Education from the University of the Philippines Manila, has taught occupational therapy, 
neuroscience, and research at the same university and at the De La Salle Medical and Health Sciences 
Institute in the past eight years.
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The Postulancy Program for 2022-2023 has been adapted to match the unique contexts of the Postulants as 
well as the pandemic situation. The program, for example, will not be held at the Lasallian Formation Center 
in La Salle Greenhills, but rather in active Brothers’ communities such as in Dasmariñas City (Cavite, Luzon) 
and in Ozamiz City (Misamis Occidental, Mindanao). The Postulants look forward to the blended nature of 
their program which includes in-house and online sessions as well as local and international exposures. 

Zennel, Ruben, and Lemuel would like to extend their appreciation to all the people involved in organizing 
the rites of acceptance, most especially to Br. Antonio Cubillas FSC, Br. Butch Alcudia FSC, and Br. Victor 
Franco FSC of the Lasallian Formation Center; Brother President Sockie de la Rosa FSC, Vice Chancellor 
Ritche Bongcaron, Rev. Fr. Reinier Dumaop, Mr. Ron Angeles, Mr. Leo Manansala, and Mr. Nathaniel Golla 
from De La Salle University Dasmariñas; Ms. Nancy Go Martin, Mr. Richard Alina, Mr. Randy Casayuran, Mr. 
Dexter Doria, and Mr. Gelo Pempengco from De La Salle Philippines, and Br. Aikee Esmeli FSC for being 
the commentator during the Holy Mass. (Text: Postulant Lee Asuncion; Photos: DLSP-CORE)
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4TH GEN BROTHERS CONVENE FOR YOUNG BROTHERS MEETING AND 
RECOLLECTION

THAILAND - The young Brothers of Thailand joined together for an annual meeting and recollection at De 
La Salle Brothers House in Phutawan, Pakchong District, Nakhon Ratchasima, Thailand, last July 28-29. 
The event aims to reflect on the current educational condition in the sector through the lens of the Christian 
and Lasallian charism and to focus on the importance of the Brotherhood in the ministry.

The event started with a prayer service on the journey with Jesus, followed by the inspirational speech of Br. 
Joseph Klong FSC. He highlighted that the young Brothers are the fourth generation (4th Gen.) of Brothers 
in Thailand and the future of the schools and the formation program in the sector.
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After the short message and reflection, the 4th Gen Bros, headed by Br. Matthew Thawatchai FSC, plans 
the different programs for the young Brothers and the sector of Thailand and assigns tasks to committee 
coordinators. In the meeting, Br. Matthew appointed the following Brothers to the different committees. Br. 
John Pongpat FSC as the Lasallian Education Team Coordinator, Br. Philip Bancha FSC as the Lasallian 
Vocation and Formation Committee Coordinator, Br. Luke as Recollection and Recreation Team Coordinator 
and Br. Benedict Chaiwat FSC as Communications and Social Media Enforcement Team Coordinator.

After the meeting, the organizers 
p repared communi ty -bu i ld ing 
activities for the young Brothers.

The next day, Fr. Dominic Sarawin, a 
Lasallian partner and priest from 
Ratchaburi, prepared a talk about 
God’s Presence in the Education 
Ministry for the Young People in 
Today’s World, which concluded the 
two-day event. (Text by: Br. Eugene 
de Luna FSC; Photos from: Br. 
Matthew FSC & Br. Luke FSC)
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PLFC2023: PHILIPPINE LASALLIAN FAMILY CONVOCATION 2023

The Philippine Lasallian family again is on a new road as it enters the year 2023 with the need to respond 
significantly to the new normal opportunities and the new government leadership. After more than 100 years, 
the Philippine Lasallian family is undaunted in charting new directions to ensure the vitality of educational 
ministries in the sector. In the document, Lasallian Mission Moving Forward Plan, the Superior General, 
together with his Council, states:

“As the Institute navigates its way through this difficult crisis in the hope of building a better future, we invite 
each one to be part of the solution since every Lasallian has a vital role to play in the vitality of the mission. 
We encourage all to work, together and by association, to bring this hope to fruition.”

After the Philippine Lasallian Family Convocation in 2015, the Lasallian community is now setting new paths 
for new directions and vision for the next seven years in May 2023. The Philippine Lasallian Family 
Convocation 2023 (PLFC23) will serve as a lamp post. It brings new light and direction to new goals and 
vision for the Lasallian family, focusing on the Lasallian mission’s identity, vitality, and transformation.

Find out more: https://lasallianpartnerscouncil.org/plfc2023
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LET’S THINK ABOUT PEACE

JAPAN - On Thursday, August 11, from 15:00 to 17:30, 
"Let's Think about Peace" organized by Hakodate La 
Salle High School Mission Club was held connecting 
Thailand, Philippines, and Japan via ZOOM.

The participants present were: Br. Benilde from 
Thailand, Br. Labelle and Br. Aikee from the Philippines, 
Br. Rodrigo from Japan, members of Hakodate La Salle 
Mission Club, mission schools teachers　and students 
in Hokkaido, and Ms. Nundalay, a graduate of Bamboo 
School and working at La Salle, Sangkhlaburi School, 
and 20 other participants.

Br. Benilde from Thailand Bamboo School talked about how the school started and what their day was like. Ms. 
Nundalay talked about what happened before and after they encountered LaSalle Bamboo School. After the 
presentation, the Q&A session was followed by questions about the relationship between Myanmar and Thailand, what 
was it like before and after COVID-19, etc. 

After a short break, the participants had an hour-long breakout room to share their thoughts on how they felt after 
listening to the presentation, what their thoughts are on peace and had they changed in any way, and what they could 
do to help.

Below are some of the feedback from those who participated in this event:
・We can teach each others despite differences in religion, language, and country. I realized that "knowing" is the first 

step toward connecting with others.
・I now have a guideline to know and act as my own action from now on.
・It was encouraging to learn that high school students are thinking about civility and peace on their own and practicing 

their own activities.
・Hearing the stories of the local people, I realized how important the Bamboo School is to the local children.

YOU ARE PART OF THE MIRACLE: OUR VISION. OUR PASSION. OUR FUTURE.

Live Jesus in our hearts, forever! (Text & Screenshots: Mr. Deok Bosco Han)
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L A S A L L E C H A N TA B U R I 
WELCOMES FOUR FILIPINO 
TEACHERS

THAILAND - La Salle Chantaburi 
welcomed the four new Filipino 
teachers assigned to teach and 
improve the English program in the 
school. Br. Eugene Prapas FSC, the 
director of the Brothers’ Community 
in Chantaburi, personally fetched the 
Filipino teachers from the airport and 
welcomed them to Thailand. A 
simple ceremony was held at the 
school to receive the Filipino 
teachers in La Salle and Chantaburi.

The four new Filipino teachers and 
alumni of De La Salle University 
Dasmarinas are Miss Tricia Mei A. 
Sanchez, Mr. Hanz Dominic I. Tecson, Mr. Francis Julius Y. Nachor, and Miss Jelsha T. Buenaobra. They will 
teach in the kindergarten, primary, secondary, and high school departments.

La Salle Chantaburi collaborates with De La Salle University Dasmarinas to recruit more Filipino teachers to 
assist La Salle schools in Thailand with English language education. This collaboration between Thailand 
and the Philippines is another venture toward being Lasallian Family members without borders. (Text: Br. 
Eugene De Luna Jr. FSC; Photos: Br. Eugene Prapas FSC & La Salle Chantaburi Official Facebook 
Page)
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WELCOME TO LEAD!

Welcome to LEAD, Brs. Emile and Dieu-Merci!

Both Brothers are from the District of Congo-Kinshasa. Br Emile will take the MA in Psychology degree at 
the University of St. La Salle (USLS) in Bacolod City, Negros Occidental, Philippines, while Br Dieu Merci will 
take the Master in Information Technology degree at De La Salle University - Dasmariñas (DLSU-D) in 
Cavite, Philippines.

All the best in your studies, Brothers!
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BECOMING BROTHERS: A VOCATION 
DISCERNMENT SEMINAR

PHILIPPINES - The De La Salle Brothers of the 
Lasallian East Asia District, through the Vocations 
Ministry Office of the Philippines, organized a 
vocation discernment seminar on August 26, 2022.

The gathering was an opportunity for young men to 
discover more about the Brothers' life and ministry, 
particularly the basics of the Lasallian story and the 
phases in the life of the De La Salle Brothers.

The event aims to be a starting point for the 
participants' vocation journey, which hopefully leads 
to more personal engagements with the Brothers in 
our communities.

We entrust all our efforts to St. Benilde, our 
Lasallian Apostle for Vocations, as we continue to 
labor for God's dream in our lives today.

MORE: https://vmoconnect.carrd.co/

#YesBro #DeLaSalleBrothersPH #FSCvocations (De La Salle Brothers of the Philippines Official 
Facebook Page)

SXI AUGUST HAPPENINGS

MALAYSIA - The August Happenings video 
in SXI is now live on YouTube! Click on the 
image to view the video.

Watch, comment, like and subscribe to our 
channel for updates and happenings at 
SXI.

(St. Xavier’s Board of Governors Official 
Facebook Page)
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BENILDE MAKES HISTORY WITH THEIR FIRST SCHOOL OF THE YEAR TITLE AT 9TH 
STUDENT QUILL

PHILIPPINES - After years of placing as 
the first runner-up, the Col lege 
dominated the competition and took its 
place as the “School of the Year” in 
I A B C P h i l i p p i n e s ’ r e n o w n e d 
#9thPHStudentQuills.

Click on the image to view the full 
article.

Written by Dylan Kirsten Melencion
Photo courtesy of IABC Philippines (The 
Benildean Official Facebook Page)
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